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As I reflect on the Center 
for Alumni Relations 
and Advancement’s 
(CARA) fiscal year 
2024, I am truly 

amazed at what we 
accomplished, especially 

following the resignation 
of our CEO, Paul Krueger, early in the year. This 
created some uncertainty as we entered a pivotal 
year for both our ongoing New Heights campaign 
and the future of CARA and our university.
Despite these challenges, we achieved another 
successful year, raising over $20 million—our third 
consecutive year surpassing this milestone—and 
our endowment has now exceeded $100 million.

I would like to take a moment to thank and 
acknowledge our retiring CARA Board members: 
Fanar Sefa, Nicole Stengle, Dan Dolan, and Lance 
Hanson. Your expertise, counsel, and dedication 
have left a lasting impact on the CARA Board.

I am also pleased to welcome Marc 
Vaillancourt as CARA’s new CEO. Coming to us 
from St. Cloud State University in Minnesota, Marc 
brings a wealth of leadership and fundraising 
experience to our team, and his presence is 
already making a significant difference.

During the seven months between CEOs, I 
had the honor of serving as the volunteer interim 
CEO of CARA. This was a privilege for several 
reasons. First, as CARA Board Chair, it allowed me 
to engage deeply with the day-to-day operations 
and better represent the entire organization 
to the Board, the University, and all of CARA’s 
stakeholders. Second, I had the opportunity to 

As the new CEO of the South As the new CEO of the South 
Dakota Mines Center for Alumni Dakota Mines Center for Alumni 
Relations & Advancement, I Relations & Advancement, I 
am deeply honored to witness am deeply honored to witness 
firsthand the extraordinary firsthand the extraordinary 

impact our South Dakota Mines impact our South Dakota Mines 
community has on our beloved community has on our beloved 

institution and its students. The spirit institution and its students. The spirit 
of generosity that permeates our donors is not just of generosity that permeates our donors is not just 
commendable—it’s transformative.commendable—it’s transformative.

Anthropologist Margaret Mead once said, “Never Anthropologist Margaret Mead once said, “Never 
doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing 
that ever has.” This sentiment perfectly encapsulates that ever has.” This sentiment perfectly encapsulates 
the power of our Mines community. Through your the power of our Mines community. Through your 
collective efforts, you are changing the world, one collective efforts, you are changing the world, one 
student and one innovation at a time.student and one innovation at a time.

Your contributions extend far beyond financial Your contributions extend far beyond financial 
support. They manifest in mentorship programs, support. They manifest in mentorship programs, 
internship opportunities, and the sharing of invaluable internship opportunities, and the sharing of invaluable 
industry insights. These actions create a ripple effect, industry insights. These actions create a ripple effect, 
empowering our students to dream bigger and reach empowering our students to dream bigger and reach 
higher than ever before.higher than ever before.

Support of Support of New Heights: The Campaign for South New Heights: The Campaign for South 
Dakota MinesDakota Mines is a testament to this commitment. This  is a testament to this commitment. This 
ambitious initiative – ambitious initiative – to raise $100 million in philanthropic to raise $100 million in philanthropic 
resources for our universityresources for our university – aims to elevate South  – aims to elevate South 
Dakota Mines to new levels of excellence in education, Dakota Mines to new levels of excellence in education, 
research, and innovation. Through your generous research, and innovation. Through your generous 
support – more than $87 million has already been support – more than $87 million has already been 
raised as of Sept. 30, 2024 – we are enhancing the raised as of Sept. 30, 2024 – we are enhancing the 
future of our university. future of our university. 

New Heights focusses on 5 key pillars: a new, New Heights focusses on 5 key pillars: a new, 
state-of-the-art, state-of-the-art, Mineral Industries buildingMineral Industries building to drive  to drive 

innovation and research; an innovation and research; an expansion of Surbecexpansion of Surbeck – k – 
the place where students connect, engage and build the place where students connect, engage and build 
community; community; academic and athletic scholarshipsacademic and athletic scholarships  
to impact the next generation of scientists and to impact the next generation of scientists and 
engineers; engineers; department and programmatic supportdepartment and programmatic support  
to ensure a relentless pursuit of quality and to ensure a relentless pursuit of quality and 
excellence in education; and, excellence in education; and, support for CARAsupport for CARA to  to 
help ensure a sustainable future for South Dakota help ensure a sustainable future for South Dakota 
Mines’ engagement and philanthropic partner. Mines’ engagement and philanthropic partner. 

The impact of your generosity is tangible. We The impact of your generosity is tangible. We 
see it in the bright eyes of a first-generation college see it in the bright eyes of a first-generation college 
student who can now pursue their dreams without student who can now pursue their dreams without 
financial burden. We hear it in the excited voices of financial burden. We hear it in the excited voices of 
researchers working with cutting-edge equipment researchers working with cutting-edge equipment 
in state-of-the-art laboratories. We feel it in the in state-of-the-art laboratories. We feel it in the 
strengthened bonds between our institution and strengthened bonds between our institution and 
the industries that eagerly recruit our graduates.the industries that eagerly recruit our graduates.

As we look to the future, I am filled with As we look to the future, I am filled with 
optimism and gratitude. Your unwavering support optimism and gratitude. Your unwavering support 
fuels our mission to educate the next generation of fuels our mission to educate the next generation of 
leaders, innovators, and problem-solvers. Together, leaders, innovators, and problem-solvers. Together, 
we are not just changing the world—we are shaping we are not just changing the world—we are shaping 
it for the better.it for the better.

Thank you for your continued support to South Thank you for your continued support to South 
Dakota Mines. Your generosity doesn’t just build Dakota Mines. Your generosity doesn’t just build 
buildings or fund programs; it builds futures and buildings or fund programs; it builds futures and 
funds dreams. Let us continue to reach new heights funds dreams. Let us continue to reach new heights 
together, proving that a community united in together, proving that a community united in 
purpose can indeed change the world.purpose can indeed change the world.
Enthusiastically,Enthusiastically,

Marc Vaillancourt Marc Vaillancourt 
Chief Executive OfficerChief Executive Officer

To Supporters of 
South Dakota Mines

witness our dedicated CARA team in action.
What I saw was a group of outstanding 

individuals working effectively together. The CARA 
team consistently demonstrates a high level of 
dedication, professionalism, and ethics in all their 
dealings, and they are excellent stewards of your 
donations and the foundation’s assets. You should 
be very proud of our CARA professional team; I 
feel fortunate to have worked closely with them 
throughout 2024. My heartfelt thanks go out to 
each of them for an exceptional year.

As I noted in last year’s letter, CARA’s success 
is measured by our results. Our three-year streak 
of raising over $20 million and an endowment 
exceeding $100 million speaks volumes. However, 
we also prioritize maintaining appropriate 
operating costs and demonstrating frugality. In 
2024, we conducted a cost benchmarking exercise 
with 28 foundations from universities across the 
West and Midwest, and I’m proud to report that 
South Dakota Mines’ foundation costs rank in the 
top decile. This means that more of your donation 
directly supports our university.

While this is an impressive result, we will 
not rest on our laurels. We are committed to 
continuous improvement, striving each day to 
make today better than yesterday.

Thank you all for another tremendous year. 
I look forward to seeing many of you at the 2025 
reunion, where we will celebrate New Heights.
Warm regards,

Rich A. Wells (ChE 82). Board Chair
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Passion often is the leading force 
behind our actions and those passions 
guide our daily decisions. Giving back 
is a passion for Scott (CSc 2008) and 
Jessica Kranz, specifically giving back to 
South Dakota Mines.

While Scott and Jessica have 
given to various organizations and 
their church for years, it was Scott’s 
impactful education at South Dakota 
Mines that led them into considering 
how to create a lasting impact on the 
students at Mines. For them, giving to 
the school is just part of their daily life 
and something that they feel is the right 
thing to do.

“We’ve been giving for a long 
time,” Jessica said. “I’ve been giving 
since I didn’t have two pennies to rub 
together. It grows with you and feels 
natural. Everything in my life has been 
a roller coaster; the only thing that has 
been consistent is generosity and the 
only thing I’ve been increasing in is 
generosity.”

Scott and Jessica have given to 
multiple different causes here on 
campus, including supporting a 
scholarship for the Computer Science 
and Engineering Department and 
funding travel to the Grace Hopper 
Conference for select students  
through the annual Raising for  
Rockers fundraising day. 

“Look beyond what they’ve probably 
considered before. There is a lot of 
opportunity the farther you look. South 
Dakota Mines has great engineers, and 
we need to show the world that.”

At the end of the day, Scott and 
Jessica agree that their giving will not 
slow down, and they’re constantly 
looking for the next opportunity to give. 
This fall they are already working with 
CARA’s Annual Giving Officer Bailey 
Ellis on how to encourage more alumni 
support for Raising for Rockers. They 
hope to inspire others to give as well, no 
matter how much, big or small. 

“When you give, you end up being 
blessed by it as well,” Jessica said. 
“There’s nothing like giving generously. 
You see the impact that it has, and 
it brings you pure joy. When you 
know you’re doing something to help 
someone or putting economic impact 
back into the world, it brings you joy to 
know you helped someone when they 
needed it.”

Scott (CSc 2008) 
and Jessica Kranz 
have a passion for 
philanthropy that 
they hope inspires 
others.

Scott grew up on a farm and knew 
early on that if he wanted to go to 
college, he had to do it on scholarships. 
Thanks to his education at Mines, both 
he and Jessica felt it was time to give 
back to the school that helped guide 
their future. 

“Most of my schooling was funded 
by scholarships,” he said. “So, we’re 
paying that back, in some ways- I want 
to give others a chance to succeed. I was 
the first generation on either side of my 
family to go to college and it was only 
possible because of scholarships. Now 
that I’m able to help out, I want to be 
able to extend that same opportunity.”

As their giving grew over the years, 
so did their passion for philanthropy. 
When they received a fundraising letter 

Impact: 
Driven by Passion

Raising for Rockers is South Dakota Mines’ Annual 
Giving Day, a special 24-hour event where the Hardrocker 
community comes together to make a lasting impact. 
This day is all about rallying support to fund scholarships, 
academic programs, student resources, and more. Every 
gift, no matter the size, helps elevate Mines to new heights 
and ensures that future generations of students have  
the tools they need to succeed. We hope you will join us  
in making a difference and showing your Hardrocker  
pride during Raising for Rockers on Feb. 20-21, 2025,  
from noon-noon! Keep an eye out throughout The Arch as we 

will be highlighting several projects that were funded through 

Raising for Rockers
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RAISING FOR ROCKERS 2024 PROJECT: 

COMPUTER SCIENCE

The Computer Science Department 

raised funds to send female juniors 

and seniors to the Grace Hopper 

Conference, a computing technology 

conference for women that supports 

women in the field through resources, 

mentoring, and networking. This has 

helped these young women jump-start 

their careers through the professional 

mentoring and networking offered at 

the conference.

in the mail from South Dakota Mines 
asking them to support the  
Grace Hopper Conference for students, 
they both agreed they need to help 
make this happen.

After talking with the development 
staff at CARA, they decided to leverage 
their gift to encourage generosity from 
others and agreed to match any gifts 
made for the project.  “Just show us the 
need,” Jessica said. “We want to help. 
Let’s just do it.”

“I hope the students that go to the 
conference this fall will push themselves 
out of their comfort zone,” Scott said. 
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Renita Mollman (CE 88) embodies 
the spirit of giving back, driven by an 
ingrained lesson to support others, a 
desire to see students succeed, and the 
realization that she’s reached a point 
in her career where she can make a 
significant impact. This mindset has led 
her to not only support her alma mater 
but to consistently increase her gifts of 
time and treasure.

“About five to seven years into my 
career, I realized what a gift I had been 
given with a good, stable job, and I felt 
able to share,” Renita reflects. “I’ve 
been so blessed in my career, so it was 
important to give back to the place that 
helped me start it.”

Renita attended South Dakota Mines 
when the campus landscape was quite 
different. There was only one female 
dorm, tightly secured with separate keys. 
However, the one constant has been the 
exceptional quality of education, which 
significantly shaped Renita’s career 
trajectory. Her Mines education provided 
her with crucial skills like teamwork and 
problem-solving, which she still applies 
today as the Chief Administrative Officer 
of Burns & McDonnell.

Her journey of giving began modestly 
with a $25 donation shortly after graduation. 
Since then, Renita has consistently supported 
the school, culminating in a significant 
comprehensive gift. This includes support for 
the Surbeck Center expansion and the Center 
for Alumni Relations and Advancement. 
Additionally, she established a scholarship 
aimed at supporting women pursuing 
education at Mines.

Renita’s motivation for the scholarship 
stems from her observations during her time 
at Mines. “I saw many women come to Mines 
for the first and second year, then leave to 
marry someone who was graduating,” she 

Inspiring Women  
in Engineering: 
Renita Mollman’s 
Impact of Giving

recalls. This experience fueled her desire to 
encourage women in STEM fields. 

“I’m a big proponent of diversity,” Renita 
states. “Engineering is still not as diverse 
as it could be, both in terms of gender and 
race.” She notes that when she graduated, 
women made up approximately 12% of the 
engineering field, compared to roughly 20% 
now, 30 years later. “It’ll never be 50/50, but 
it can improve,” she adds.

One recipient of Renita’s scholarship is 
Clare Fischer, who is pursuing a bachelor’s 
degree in civil engineering and is expected 
to graduate in December 2025. Clare 
expresses her gratitude: “This scholarship 
enables me to further my education at 
an excellent university. I can invest in my 
studies without worrying about the financial 
burden of college.”

As a result of Renita’s scholarship,  
Clare has been able to join the steel bridge 
team and the Newman Club, as well as 
dedicate time to athletics. She has also 
become a member of WiSE and is a peer 
mentor for incoming students through the 
program. Clare has been able to dedicate 
time to mentoring the next generation 
of women in science, rather than on 
her finances, fulfilling Renita’s original 
philanthropic goal.

Renita’s contributions extend beyond 
financial support. She has devoted her time 
and talent to various boards over the years. 
Currently, she serves on the Center for 
Alumni Relations and Advancement’s Board 
of Directors. Her past roles include serving 
on the Civil Engineering Advisory Board, the 
Dean of Engineering board at the University 
of Missouri, and the Women’s United Way of 
Kansas City’s board.

Renita Mollman (CE 88) outside the Renita Mollman Room 

in the Surbeck Center, home to the Women in Science and 

Engineering program.

The Women in Science and Engineering program, located in the 

Surbeck Center.

Through her multifaceted contributions, 
Renita aims to make a lasting impact on South 
Dakota Mines and inspire a new generation of 
donors. “I hope (my gifts) keep Mines growing 
while continuing to be as strong and good as it’s 
always been,” she says. “I want to help students 
have places to flourish and grow and get the 
support they need. My goal is to continue the 
legacy of Mines and what it represents.”

Renita’s story exemplifies how alumni 
can play a crucial role in shaping the future of 
their alma mater and the broader engineering 
field, promoting diversity and excellence for 
generations to come.
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Tenaska, which had ingrained 
cultures of philanthropy, that  
the Pearsons’ learned the true 
value of philanthropy and giving 
back when able. So when the 
time was right, they echoed  
what many before them have 
also said: his successful career 
was due to Mines and they  
chose to get involved to help the 
next generation. 

and Advancement. Currently, 
he continues to contribute 
his expertise as a member 
of the advisory board for the 
ME department. Beyond the 
campus, the Pearsons have 
extended their commitment to 
community service. Larry has 
been an active presence on the 
Nebraska Methodist Health 
System board in Omaha and 
has had past volunteer service 
to several state and community 
causes, including the Boy 
Scouts, the Omaha Chamber 
of Commerce, the Nebraska 
LEAD program, their church and 
several other programs. 

Linda, too, has made significant 
contributions, serving on the 
board of the hearing school in 
Omaha and actively supporting 
their children’s schools through 
PTA involvement and various 
volunteer efforts. Their financial 
contributions have been 
equally impressive, establishing 
both academic and athletic 
scholarships, establishing 
the endowed Pearson Chair 
in Mechanical Engineering, 
supporting major projects like 
the Surbeck Center expansion 
and enhancements to the ME 

This quote perfectly encapsulates 
the journey and impact of Linda 
and Larry (ME 72) Pearson, 
whose intentional and strategic 
engagement with South Dakota 
Mines has made a lasting 
difference through their time, 
talent, and treasure.

A Serendipitous Beginning
Larry’s preparation and strategic 
approach to life even led to 

meeting Linda. In an attempt 
to invite girls from the National 
College of Business to a Theta 
Tau party, Larry and his fraternity 
brothers went to hang up some 
posters for their party in the four-
plex where Linda was living at the 
time. While there, Larry helped to 
relight the pilot light for her dryer, 
but he lamented that the girls 
didn’t come to the party.

“It was rather ironic that we  

met when he had to relight a  
pilot light, and he went on later  
to work in the natural gas 
industry,” Linda recalls.

From Education to  
Career Success
The couple went on to get 
married, Larry graduated and 
eventually entered the energy 
industry, spent 15 years working 
for Northern Natural Gas 
Company in Omaha, and from 
there joined start-up company 
Tenaska, Inc, retiring after  
20 years with Tenaska.

“The fact that I had an ME 
degree from the School of Mines 
opened the career door for 
me,” he said. “The discipline and 
the experience at Mines also 
contributed to a successful career. 
That success, in turn, has made 
it possible to be philanthropic to 
South Dakota Mines and other 
worthy causes.”

It was at both Northern and 

Larry (ME 72) and Linda Pearson began their 
philanthropic journey together early on and 
have made long-lasting impacts on the students 
at South Dakota Mines.

A Legacy of Excellence: 
The Pearsons’ Impact 
on South Dakota Mines
Excellence is never an accident. It is always the result of high intention, sincere effort, 

and intelligent execution; it represents the wise choice of many alternatives - choice,  

not chance, determines your destiny. – Aristotle

RAISING FOR ROCKERS 2024 PROJECT: 

MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

The Mechanical and Electrical Engineering 

Departments purchased Robotic Dogs to  

foster collaboration between the departments. 

This cutting-edge robotic companion will  

play a pivotal role in enhancing teaching and  

research activities at both undergraduate 

and graduate levels, specifically in the realms 

of robotics, machine learning, and artificial 

intelligence. 

A Multi-Faceted Engagement
The Pearsons’ involvement with 
South Dakota Mines exemplifies 
a holistic approach to giving 
back. Larry’s leadership roles 
have been diverse and impactful, 
serving as the alumni area vice 
president in Omaha for several 
years and sitting on the board 
of the Foundation, now the 
Center for Alumni Relations 



9T H E  A R C H :  2 02 4  8 C E N T E R  F O R  A L U M N I  R E L A T I O N S  &  A DVA N C E M E N T

Larry (ME 72) and Linda Pearson’s generosity extends well beyond their monetary donations; they are also generous 
with their time and talents.

Department, and making a 
substantial contribution that led 
to the naming of the Pearson 
Alumni Center in their honor. 
This comprehensive engagement 
demonstrates the Pearsons’ 
deep-rooted commitment to not 
only South Dakota Mines but 
also to the broader community, 
embodying the spirit of giving 
back in multiple dimensions.

The Impact of Giving
For Linda, the most rewarding 
aspect of their philanthropy is 

receiving scholarship thank-you 
letters each year.

“It’s fun to get the letters from 
the students explaining where 
they’re from and what they want 
to do at Mines,” Linda said. 

Larry agreed, saying that it is 
always rewarding to be able to 
meet the scholarship recipients 
and see the change in them as 
the year(s) go by.

“The observations we picked 
up on early on was the freshmen 
were not terribly outgoing,” he 
said. “By the time they became 

world-class faculty, such as Dr. 
Weibing Xing, the Pearson Chair 
in Mechanical Engineering. It 
has helped us hire Pearson 
Student Mentors to help not 
only these students financially 
but help all of our students 
with the hands-on project-
based learning we’re known 
for. Finally, their gifts have 
enabled us to renovate some of 
our facilities such as The Zoo, 
The Hive, and The Den so that 
our students have great labs, 
equipment, and places in which 
to work and study.”

A Vision for the Future
Larry and Linda agreed what 
they want most is for the school 
to succeed and to inspire others 
to think about the best ways to 
give back, not only to the school 
but to the causes that are 
important to them.

“It could be scholarships, it 
could be building additions, it 
could be faculty support, all 
of those things have a level of 
importance,” Larry said. “They 
are important to the school. I’ve 
always been pleased there’s a 
well thought out plan for what’s 
important for the school. We 
personally get satisfaction in 
supporting it.”

At the end of the day, the 
Pearsons and Dr. Larochelle all 
agreed that it is important to 

ensure the school is succeeding, 
the students are thriving, and 
that they are able to help in any 
way possible to make the biggest 
impact they can.

“For the ME department 
and the school, we want to 
be able to attract quality 
engineering students and get 
them graduated and get them 
out there and doing meaningful 
work in their chosen career,” 
Larry said. “The other part would 
be for the school to continue 
to advance in its quality and 
recognition nationally as an 
engineering school.”

Traditions are an important 
part of South Dakota Mines, and 
Dr. Larochelle hopes that those 
traditions of giving back continue 
on for generations to come, with 
the help and inspiration from 
alumni like the Pearsons.

“My hope is that the students 

RAISING FOR ROCKERS 

2023: MECHANICAL 

ENGINEERING 

DEPARTMENT

The Mechanical Engineering 

Department raised funds 

through Raising for Rockers 

to turn the boring and drab 

Wind Tunnel Tank into a 

beautiful work of art! 

seniors it was like talking to an 
adult. You could see the growth 
in the students. It’s always nice 
to be able to say, even if it was a 
small part, you had a part to play 
in the success of the students.”

“Because they are so engaged 
on campus, they know our needs 
and they are always seeking ways 
to engage other alumni to also 
give back to the department,” 
said Dr. Pierre Larochelle, head 
of the Department of Mechanical 
Engineering. “The engagement of 
the Pearsons has helped us hire 

will continue to thrive and be in 
high demand from industry and 
graduate programs throughout 
the nation,” he said. “I also hope 
that they’ll appreciate the strong 
tradition of giving back that the 
ME alums have so that one day 
they too will give back.”

The Essence of Philanthropy
In the end, the Pearsons’ story 
reminds us that philanthropy is 
more than just giving—it’s about 
connecting with community, 
making a lasting impact, and 
finding fulfillment in the process. 
As Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
once said, “The life of a man 
consists not in seeing visions 
and dreaming dreams, but in 
active charity and in willing 
service.” The Pearsons embody 
this principle, setting an example 
for future generations of South 
Dakota Mines alumni to follow.
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Generations of Giving: 
A History of Impact for 
Native American Students

Generosity, a value often 
passed down through 
generations, can take 
various forms. For many 
South Dakota Mines 
alumni, inspiration to give 
back comes from their 
predecessors or their own 
experiences at the school. 
While donors may see their 
gifts as simply “the right 
thing to do,” the impact 
on recipients can be life-
changing, often resonating 
for generations.

Charles Marks (CE 66) embodies this 
spirit of giving. “I’m just a regular person 
trying to get by and make a difference,” 
he says modestly. A 1966 graduate and 

To honor Otto’s legacy, Charles has 
been contributing to the Otto Jenny 
Scholarship Fund and has established four 
charitable gift annuities with the school. 
The scholarship fund, designed to support 
Native American students, has reached 
almost $523,000 and continues to grow.

“If I can help a student or two a year 
succeed [from Mines] and have a better life, 
then that’s a good thing,” Charles says.

One such beneficiary is Isaiah Hoekman, 
a Mechanical Engineering student set to 
graduate in 2027. Thanks to the generosity 
of Charles and the Otto Jenny Scholarship 

The generosity of Otto Jenny, Charles’ uncle, was the 
inspiration behind the Otto Jenny Scholarship Fund that 
Charles contributes to regularly.

Charles Marks 
(CE 66) drew 
inspiration from 
family and friends 
to impact his 
generosity for 
years to come.

WHAT IS A CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY?
A charitable gift annuity is a way to make a 
gift to support the causes that you care about. 
You make a gift of cash or property to the 
Center for Alumni Relations and Advancement 
(CARA). In return, CARA will make payments 
for life to you, you and a loved one, or another 
person. Each payment will be fixed and the 
amount of each payment will depend on the 
age of the person who receives the payments. 
After all payments have been made, CARA 
will receive the remaining value of your gift to 
support the causes that matter to you.

former football player, Charles formed a 
close bond with Bill Coyle, then head of 
the Civil Engineering Department. Coyle’s 
mentorship encouraged Charles to persevere 
and dedicate himself to his studies.

“I had a great sense of pride when I 
graduated,” Charles recalls. “I really felt  
like I could then start to move on in life.”

This pride, coupled with inspiration  
from the generosity of his best friend and 
uncle Otto Jenny, motivated Charles to  
begin donating to South Dakota Mines.  
“They were both very generous individuals, 
and I saw that effect on people,” he explains. 
“To be able to help out when you can, it just 
felt like the right thing to do.”

Charles’s philanthropic journey led  
him to establish a scholarship in honor of 
his uncle, Otto Jenny. Otto, who grew up 
on a Nebraska farm, was renowned for his 
generosity. He maintained an extra garden 
to provide produce for town residents  
and had a particular passion for helping 
Native American children, often donating  
to schools and programs for Native 
American youth. Like his uncle, Charles  
gives quietly and humbly, shunning praise  
or attention for his contributions.

Fund, Isaiah can focus on his studies without 
financial worries. “To me, this scholarship 
means that I am able to pay for school this 
year,” Isaiah shares. “It is allowing me to 
take the opportunities offered at this school 
to join clubs, meet people, and enjoy my 
college experience.”

Thanks to Charles’ generosity, Isaiah 
was able to focus more on his experience at 
school, rather than his finances. He has been 
able to join the Delta Sigma Phi fraternity, 
the Clean Snowmbile team, become the 
captain of the Smash Esports team, and 
take on the role of social media manager 
for the Water Ski Club. His goal is to land an 
internship for this summer as well.

Charles attributes his generosity to his 
experiences at South Dakota Mines and the 
influential figures in his life. Although his 
giving started small, it has grown steadily 
over the years, exemplifying how a legacy 
of giving can create lasting impact for 
generations of students.

RAISING FOR ROCKERS 2024 PROJECT:  

CIVIL AND ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING 

The Civil and Environmental Engineering 

Department was excited to continue community 

building with their students through events like their 

Free Food Fridays and Hard Hat Ceremony because 

of the support of donors like you. 
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Philanthropy knows no age limits—whether big 
or small, every gift counts. For Grant Nelson (ME 
2019), giving back was something he prioritized as 
soon as he graduated from South Dakota Mines, 
inspired by the support he received as a student.

While a sophomore, Grant took on the role 
of president for the Formula SAE CAMP team. He 
vividly remembers the moment the team hit a 
financial wall, running out of funds and facing a 
shutdown unless they could raise $5,000–$15,000. 

“It felt like a startup,” he recalls. “We were 18 
and 19-year-olds calling alumni, asking for help. It 
was a make-or-break moment.” 

Today, as an alumnus, Grant sees it as his 
responsibility to ensure the team can focus on 
what they do best—engineering—without the 
constant stress of funding.

From the start of his journey at Mines in 2014, 
Grant immersed himself in campus life. In addition 
to leading the CAMP team, he served as a Resident 
Assistant, learning valuable life lessons along the 
way. A semester off taught him the importance of 
balance and focusing on fewer things in order to do 
them well—something that still guides him today. 
But his role in Formula SAE also introduced him to 
the power of philanthropy. 

Recent graduate credits experience 

received at South Dakota Mines as  

drive to give back.

Next Generation Donors: 
Starting Philanthropy Early 
to Make a Lasting Impact

competitions. You become a better and more  
well-rounded engineer and everyone should get 
that opportunity.”

His advice for anyone considering philanthropy? 
“The sooner you do it, the longer your money 

helps other students,” he said. “A smaller gift is not 
a worse gift. Your $10 donation is going to be as 
important as the $800 gift. That $10 is still going to 

RAISING FOR ROCKERS 2024 

PROJECT: MATHEMATICS

The Math Department hosted 

their 72nd annual West River 

Math Contest in Spring 2024.  

This long-standing annual contest 

offers students an opportunity 

to be rewarded for excellence 

in math and provides an 

opportunity for students to  

tour the South Dakota Mines 

Campus and foster a passion  

for STEM at an early age.

“Being responsible for fundraising opened 
my eyes to how essential donor support is,” 
he says. “Even a $50 gift can make a huge 
difference for CAMP teams.”

Grant’s journey into giving began soon after 
he started working at Graco Inc., where he 
discovered his company offered a matching gift 
program. Encouraged by this, he started giving 
back, focusing on CAMP teams to ensure future 
students have the same opportunities that 
shaped his own career. 

“I wouldn’t have gotten my job without 
being on a CAMP team,” he says.

This serves as a reminder for him and 
he hopes that it is something that alumni 
remember as they go into their careers beyond 
school to inspire them to give back. The age old 
adage “a little bit goes a long way” rings true 
for him and for many of the CAMP teams who 
receive funding. 

“My hope is that this allows more and more 
students to be involved in these competition 
teams because they become much stronger 
engineers and people because of them,” he 
said. “You can still make big contributions,  
but you make overall a more profound impact 
if you’re involved with these teams and being 
involved with these teams takes money. I don’t 
want students to not attend a competition. 
These competition teams are no different 
than athletics; you learn so much at these 

help a student get to where they need to go.  
You can have a very big impact over a long 
period of time.”

Grant’s story is a powerful reminder that 
starting early, no matter the size of the gift, 
creates lasting change. Every contribution  
helps pave the way for the next generation  
of Hardrocker engineers.
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All told, the donation will equal $1,000,000. 
The life-changing donation for student-athletes 

has already begun as each team has increased 
their roster sizes and brought in unprecedented 
recruiting classes for each of the teams both in 
talent and in number.

“I wanted to support the South Dakota 
Mines basketball teams as my four years playing 
basketball had the most impact on me and what  
my future became.” Schauer continued, “my family 
and I wanted to have a meaningful impact on  
at least two student-athletes per year for at least  
20 years.”

A meaningful impact has already begun to be 
made with 11 new men’s basketball players being 
affected positively by the contribution of Schauer 
along with eight new women’s basketball players in 
the two signing classes since the donation. 

“Dean’s dedication to changing the lives 
of our student-athletes is tremendous and his 
commitment will pave the way for hundreds of 
student-athletes to go on to do fantastic things 
while at South Dakota Mines, elevating their 
experience, but also once they graduate from  
our institution,” said Executive Director of the 
Hardrock Club, Maria Cadwallader. 

A member of the Hardrocker men’s  
basketball team from 1984-1988, Schauer was  
a part of two SDIC conference championship  
teams and was a captain in his senior year with  
the program, his best as a ‘Rocker. In his senior  
season, he averaged 14.8 points per game, on  
46.1 percent shooting. 

Schauer graduated from South Dakota Mines  
in 1989 as a metallurgical engineering major and 
has worked his way up throughout his career to 
being the current President & CEO of Confluent 
Medical Technologies.

“Had it not been for the basketball program 
at South Dakota Mines, I would have likely not 
graduated, and as a result, would not have been 
able to have the life experiences I have been able 
blessed to have,” said Schauer.

And now, Schauer has passed that opportunity 
on to decades of student-athletes. 

Life-Changing Experience 
Leads to Life-Changing 
Donation
In 2022-23, former Hardrocker men’s basketball player and alum, Dean Schauer 

(MetE 89) pledged to donate $50,000 annually to the basketball programs at 

South Dakota Mines, split between the two programs.

Together, our donations create a brighter 
future for Hardrockers.

Did you know that financial need is  
the number one reason a student turns 

down admission to Mines? 
Gifts to the Mines Advancement Fund allow us to increase the number of scholarships, add new 
equipment and technology to labs, send students to life-changing field trips and conferences, 

expand and renovate our facilities, and more. 

Mines 
Advancement 

Fund

DONATE NOW
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CARA NET ASSETS

$152,868,700
ENDOWED FUNDS

$105,099,000
TOTAL NUMBER OF DONORS

2,630
TOTAL AMOUNT RAISED

$21,765,700
FACULT Y AND RESEARCH SUPPORT

$730,500
DEPARTMENT SUPPORT

$4,470,500
STUDENT ASSISTANCE

$846,000
FACILIT Y ADDITIONS AND UPKEEP

$4,113,000
ACADEMIC & ATHLETIC SCHOL ARSHIPS FUNDED

$3,762,800

The Arch Annual Report 
Data for FY 2024

NEW ENDOWMENTS IN FY24:

Bruce & Deanna Lien Endowed 
Scholarship

Gordon & Lynn Lakso Scholarship

Jared C. Scofield Mining and 
Geological Engineering Scholars

Jim & Mary Scull Scholarship

Keith & Helen Graham Endowment

Kimball Electronics Don Charron 
Scholarship

Larry & Linda Pearson Hardrocker 
Scholarship

Larry & Linda Pearson ME Scholarship

Orville Bultsma Scholarship 
Endowment

Pogany Scholarship

Wilson Scholarship

ENDOWMENTS BY CATEGORY FY24

Academic Scholarships 
$59,397,000	 n 56.52%

Athletic Scholarships 
$5,119,000	 n 4.87%

Department Support 
$17,349,000	 n 16.51%

Faculty Development 
$12,087,000	 n 11.50%

Research 
$1,003,000	 n 0.95%

Student Assistance 
$5,167,000	 n 4.92%

Unrestricted 
$4,977,000	 n 4.74%

105,099,000 100.00%

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, our endowment topped 
the $100 million mark in FY24. We manage 730 endowments 
totaling $105,099,000. These endowments provide a strong 
foundation of ongoing support for the university and students.
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Prema Abraham
John Adams
Sandra Addy
Alan Anderson
Barbara Annan
Anonymous (10)
Craig Bailey
Jessica & Blair Bailey
Darleen Bakken
Paula Bauer & John Lewis
Jennifer Baumberger
Alsiha Bell
Jeffrey Benes
Bruce & Melinda Berdanier
Phyllis Bergeron
Diane Berndt
Lee Birch
Julie Birney
Cynthia Bratberg
Dave Braucht
Erik & Nina Braun
Rebecca Brink
Russell Brockhurst
Ken Brown
Orville Bultsma Estate
Pat & Lucy Burchill
Marci & John Burdick
George Burnet
Roger Cain
Corrinne Carlevato*

Julia & Aaron Carlson
Merilyn Carver
John P. Chandler IV
Bob Chin
Ann Chytka
Jeb H. Clarkson
John Corkill
Carisa Cuka
Amy Curtis
Stacy Darnell
Lara Delka
Mary DeMarcus
Marlene Dennis
Andy Detwiler
Pat Devereaux
Cleon Diers
Elizabeth Dimitrievich
Tammy Dobbs
Travis Dryden
Christine Dudgeon
David Eckmann
Lisa Ehle
Linn & Gloria Evans
Lyle & Dorothy Feisel
Gary & Jane Fick
Mike Fick
Ed Fisch
Jacob Galindo
Sharon Goeres
Sid & Diane Goss

Mark Gotto
Nancy Gowen
Dorothy Graham Trust*
Connie Green
Lisa Griebel
Joseph Grimm
Janice Grow*
Carl Gruber
Theodore & Connie Gull
Jim & Betsy Hamel
Angelica Harrell
Steve Hart
Dennis Herman
Kathy Herrmann
Harold & Adelle Heupel
Jim & Laura Hunt
Marilyn & Keith Eckert
David James
Rudy Jaramillo
Vicky Johnson
Monica Jungster
Keith Kalbach
Richard & Kathryn Keller
Patti Keller
Karen Kierstead
Floyd Kirschenmann Estate*
Anthea Kjerulff
Roger & Janice Knutsen
Glen & Ardie Koppelman
Jessica Kranz

Faculty & 
Staff Donors

Friends of South 
Dakota Mines
* Deceased

Suzi Aadland
Peter Adcock
Ivy & Stan Allard
Laurie Anderson
Rob Anderson (Phys 99)
Anonymous (5) 
Xinhua Bai
Amanda Barnes
Wanda Bauder
Nancy Beets
Nate Belcher (ME 00)
Vickie Bender
Audrey Boehm
Mark Bowron
Karen Braman
Anita Brenneman
Ann Brentlinger
Andrea Brickey (MinE 99)
Darcy Briggs
Brian Butterfield 

(CEng 98)
Lisa Carlson
Suhao Chen
Michelle Chikos
Kurt Chowanski (AES 13)
Ed Corwin
William Cross (MetE 84)
Cindy Davies
Cassandra Degen 

(MetE 07)
Tom Delgado

Saurabh Dhiman
Joseph Dlugos
Dan Dolan
Mike Dowding (Phys 02)
Cathy Durkin
Tom Durkin (Geol 86)
Jo Dwyer
Amy Ellerton
Bailey Ellis
Jason Erickson (CEng 97)
Nancy Feiler
Gina Fiorello
Kathleen Fitzgerald-Ellis
Maria Fossum

Cadwallader (IE  96)
Venkataramana

Gadhamshetty
Shelli & Aaron 

Grinager (IE  96)
Lin Guo
Robert Hall
Nicole Haltiner
Erin Handberg (CSc 06)
Erica Haugtvedt 

& Evan Thomas
Cory Headley
Cleo Heenan
Dan Heglund
Jade Herman (IS 09)
Catherine Jackson
Bharat Jasthi (MES 05)

Becky Javinar
Ron Jeitz (CE 69)
Brad Johnson (EE 92)
Kurt Katzenstein
Mike Keegan
Sarah Keenan
Jon Kellar (MetE 84)
Carter Kerk
Marlin Kinzer
Kyle Knight
Ardell Knudson
Connie Krosschell
Paul Krueger
Aaron Lalley (ME 91)
Micah Lande
Pierre Larochelle
Liangping Li
Steph Lindsley
Jinyuan Liu (Nano 23)
Joel Lueken
Leah Mahoney 

(GeolE 80)
Timothy Masterlark
Dawn Miller
Kimberly Nida
Roger Nielsen
Bradley O’Brien
Tugba Ozdemir
Doug & Jennifer Parrow 
Chris Pellowski 

(GeogE 12)

Maribeth Price
Jim Rankin (EE 78)
Mike Ray (Geol 97)
Juergen Reichenbacher
Jerilyn Roberts 

(ChemE 99)
Lance Roberts (CE 98)
Marc Robinson
Hilary Roman
Amanda Rombough
Liz Sailer (IS 93)
Darrell Sawyer
Richard Schnee
Bryan Schumacher 

(CSc 89)
Darren Schwede
Cassie Schweigerdt
Larry Simonson (EE 69)
Alevtina Smirnova
Steve Smith
Vladimir Sobolev
Val Solano
William Spindle
Jim Stone
Frank Strieder
JoAnn Strommen
Andrea Surovek
Janet Taylor
Shannon Thornburg 

(ME 88)
PT Tukkaraja
Marc Vaillancourt
Frank Van Nuys
Kharla Vock
Jingbo Wang
Michael West
Jim Wilson
Zhengtao Zhu &

Yan Zhang

Friends who gave $250 or more
July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024

T H E  A R C H :  2 02 4  
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CLASS OF 1944
Gordon Ingwersen*

CLASS OF 1949
Doug Fuerstenau
Jim Ward

CLASS OF 1950
Luther Jungemann*

CLASS OF 1951
Victor Dosch
Morris Range
Don Range*
Lowery Smith

CLASS OF 1952
Harold Carlevato*
Doc Christensen

CLASS OF 1953
Forrest Dristy
Harold Hanson
Dave Johnson
Ray Sauer
Roy Strom

CLASS OF 1954
Darrell Brekke
Arnie Mueller
Harold Von Colln
Donald Zimmerman

CLASS OF 1955
WTC Cohan
Dan Dake*
Chuck Dougherty
Billy Stebbins

CLASS OF 1956
Bob Annett

Chuck Buehner
Chao-Ning Liu
Val Ptak
Dennis Shoener
Roger Stapf
Pete Vossos

CLASS OF 1957
Harry Bell
Bill Benda
Jerry DesJarlais
Charles Goodart
Jon Marble
Chas Parks
Ben Schatz

CLASS OF 1958
Anonymous
Dick Berg*
John Burggraff
Ron Hinker
Richard Iltis
Bob Kelley
Donn Lobdell
Errol Matzke
Wes Mendenhall
Gene Poch
Stu Ulfers
Dick Warder

CLASS OF 1959
Francis Coulson
Terry Fiechtner
Conrad Fuchs
Paul Gnirk*
Allan Hins

Roy Hoffman
Bruce Johnsen
Clark Kurtz
Jan Matousek
Landy Stinnett

CLASS OF 1960
Sherwin Artus
Jim Bailey
Robert Cash*
Carl Coad
Dave Coe
Doug Kim
Tom Lutz
Terry Myers
Doug Olson
George Peacore
Bob Pederson
Dave Rogers
Garry Scharberg

CLASS OF 1961
Larry Blair
Dave Braun
Jerry Daughenbaugh
Chuck Fishel
Hank Foglesong
Joe Kulik
Jim Marlow
Joel Martin
Kenneth May
Bob Nelson
Butch Olson
Loren Peters
Dennis Price
Dave Roach
Jon Spargur
Garfield Thomas

CLASS OF 1962
Gerry Boehrs
Bob Bottge
Denny Cullen

Cecil Deisch
Earl Edwards
Gary Hansen*
Lee Harms
Danny Lee
David Likness
Merlin Malde
Ed Mead
Tom Monheim
Walter Paulsen
John Penzien
Harlan Robbins
Ken Sageser
John Sibert
Bob Stofft
James Wilhelm

CLASS OF 1963
Anonymous
Ray Chaussee
Jim Chittick
Bill Demmon
Archie Doering
Guy Everhart
Richard Frank
Carl Gehring
Ing-chang Jong
Floyd Kirschenmann 

Estate
Keith Kitzman
Roger Lange
Gilbert Linkswiler
Lonnie Ludeman
Jack Mallow
Jim Smolik
Charles Snyder
Tim Taylor
Tom Warborg
Dick Zarneke

CLASS OF 1964
Larry Ayres

Class Giving
* Deceased

Jack & Megan Kuestermeyer
Char Kuestermeyer
Guy & Anita Kuestermeyer
Lynn Lakso
Michelle Lammers
Pat Lebrun
Katrina Lee
Matt Leonard
Deanna Lien
Margaret A Luza
Robert & Diane Malone
Matt & Paula Martin
McCrery Family
Lori & Quinten Miklos
Karen Mitchell
Mary Jo Moen
Marilyn Mohrman
Rebecca Moser-Eckmann
Catherine Moyer
Robert & Robin Nardi
Laura Nedved
Jim Neiman
Mary Ann Noziska
Laura Orville
Roberta Oveson
Chris Parks
Tim Parmenter
Colin Paterson
Fern Paul-Aviles
Sharon & Trev Peterson
Tom & Mary Pfeifle

Monica Jo Ptacek
Jan & Margaret Puszynski
Cheryl Quammen
Thomas & Cheryl Quammen
Marge Range*
David Raske
James Rau
Dorothy Rausch
Cleo Reed
Kristin Ripperda
Randol & Ellie Rodgers
Karen & Craig Rollag
Vincent Rossi
Debra & Peter Ruehlman
Marla Sanders
Cody Schaefer
LaShawn Scherting
Patricia Schmaltz
James & Dorothy Schmitendorf
Diane Schnee
Jared Scofield
Rhonda & Bryan Seaver
David & Julie Shaner
Blake Siler
Maryanne Simonitsch
Kandy Smith
Nancy & Larry Smith
Ben Snyder
John Spangler
Tim Sparks
Morning Grace Spotted Bear

Sierra Spotted Bear
Karen Stengle
Elizabeth Stohlmann
Ken Strecker
Michael Sullivan
Lee Swent
John Thomas
John Trubisz
Sheryl Ulin
Cindy Van Den Top
Donnie & Dale Van Every
Lisa Van Wyk
John VanSickle
Steven Vigil
Isaac Villescas
Chrisy Vindivich
Les Wagner
Michael & Theresa Wagner
Barbara Walz
Robert & Kathleen Waterman
Cami & Eric Wedbush
Robert & Polly Wells
Libby Wethington
Karen Whitehead
Taylor Wickersham
Eric Wilkinson
Heather A. Wilson & Jay Hone
Roger & Dianne Wilson
Jane Withee
Mary Woytassek
Joan & James Yeash

Alumni and friends who gave between July 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024

Friends of South 
Dakota Mines
* Deceased

For a complete list of friends 

and donors  

to South Dakota  

Mines, visit  

our website
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Bill Roggenthen
Jim Russell
Jeanette Salverson
Lin Seder
Larry Simonson
Lance Sloan
Daniel Staton
Kathy Stechmann
Darrell Svalstad
Satya Tatini
JT Thomas
Bob Westby
Don Zoss

CLASS OF 1970
Kathy Ammon
Mike Basham
Glenn Beusch
Mark Bornhoft
Dennis Bryan
Gary Callahan
Jarle Dahl
Derk de Kramer
Ron DeJong
Terry Downing
Terry Fiero
Anita Flindt
Terry Fuller
Gary Gunther
Dennis Gusse
Dan Himelspach
Dave Jackson
Olav Maehle
Don Meisel
Dennis Olsen
Craig Prascher
Gene Quinn
Irshad Rana
Ron Rehfuss
Ron Revell
Russ Roeber
Les Rose

Frank Rubin
Dick Salverson
Craig Scott
Jerry Sechser
Barb Seder
Geir Seger
Tom Sheldon
Philip Springfield
Lyle Steffen
Tom Zeller

CLASS OF 1971
Alan Anderson
Vernon Arens
Darrel Auch
Scott Barber
Curt Belden
David Bowen
Jim Cameron
Steven Danekas
John Davies
Leroy Foster
Karl Gerdes
Bob Gjere
Jim Goodman
Wayne Greaves
Don Hamann
Daryl Hegedus
Steven Hoffman
Timothy Holleman
Randall Ice
Dennis Johnson
Steve Kaufman
David Larson
Del McDonald
Paddy Moore
Keith Mutchler
Prasad Nair
Roger Nelsen
Nelly Nelson
Randy Nelson
Tom Nelson

Joe Ratigan
Harvey Robinson
Ray Roseland
Ed Schaefer
Jim Swartz
Pat Tlustos
Eric Warren
Steve Weeldreyer
Gary Weishaar
Carl Welch
Dale Westendorf
Jerry Wright*
Gary Young

CLASS OF 1972
Anonymous
Bob Apa
Bruce Bad Moccasin
Gary Baker
Steve Bode
Jerald Byg
Stuart Calhoon
Kin Chung
Dan Daniels
David Daughters
Bob Deis
Jeff Dietz
Clyde Ericsson
Gary Evensen
Harald Flatoen
Don Hixson
David Hogue
Kenneth Juell
Ken Kolegraff
Mike Langerman
Steve Lux
Kirby Mellegard
Don Pawlowski
Larry Pearson
Michael Peterson
Steve Pirner
Lance Swanhorst

Leo Van Sambeek
Gary Veurink

CLASS OF 1973
Mike Alley
Dave Berg
Dennis Brady
Richard Cain
Bill Dailey
Packer DeMarcus
Vickie DeNeui
Joseph Gersic
Russ Guenthner
Frank Hansen
Arne Hatlestad
Robert Heier
Paula Hix
Ted Iverson
Steve Jeschke
Wayne Kellogg
Jim Konst
Glenn Lambert
Michael Langner
Terry Linde
Scott Marin
Michael Matson
Clair Menning
Terry Mize
Richard Moen
Lorrey Muellenberg
Rick Nixon
Dale Novstrup
Daniel Nusz
Doug Quiett
Jim Quinn
David Roth
Bruce Sabacky
Jerry Schley
Butch Skillman
Henry Smith
David Springhetti
Jim Stoebner

Alumni who gave between July 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024

Sam Begeman
Dennis Buswell
Jim Curnow
Lon Denison
John Erickson
Ron Gross
Ted Haley
Bill Harris
Andy Johnson
Vern KempfJerry Landt
Tex Longcor
Wayne Lotz
Tom McLaughlin
Ray Rossi
Roger Scheusner
Jerry Takle
Bob Wedwick

CLASS OF 1965
Loren Anderson
Don Becker
Ken Berg
Jerry Brown
Ron Cullum
William Delinger
Bill Dukelow
Dick Gelhaus
Warren Germer
Terry Gray
Norm Hansen
Joe Harris
Dan Hoshino
Art Hunt
Chuck Koenig

John Logue
Gerry Meyer
Dave Novotny
Tom Parker
Steven Reyner
Dick Schlumpberger
Ray Schnabel
Bill Scott*
Paul Smart

CLASS OF 1966
Jim Ackermann
Jim Baker
Eric Batchelder
Fred Beauvais
Larry Brusse
Larry Carswell
Shirley Church
James Forss
Mike Gilbertson
Frank Hahn
Gary Johnson
Joe Lippert
Dick Logue
Rick Lyke
Charles Marks
Larry Mohr
Ed Opbroek
Carol Reed
Herb Reichert
Mel Roberts
Larry Rohl
Tim Sagen
Ron Smith

Mike Stevens
Alan Swanson
Jim Yoss

CLASS OF 1967
Anonymous
Gary Britton
Les Davis
Dean Edmundson
Ron Foster
Bob Glodowski
Wally Gutzmer
John Heinemann
Ralph Heinert
Dennis Hinders
Paul Lundy
Chuck McCann
Erv Nesheim
Howard Noziska
Randy Parcel
Syd Peng
Bill Preston
Jim Roehr
Dean Shroll
Duane Trythall
Jon Versteeg*

CLASS OF 1968
Paul Axtell
Wayne Binfet
David Bottum
Jim Crouch
Ron Dahlinger
Jim Deters
Bob Dominicak
Thomas Flakoll
Tom Gaidry
Sid Hansen
Andy Hunsbedt
Jim Keil
Jim Kotas
Dennis Krause
Bill Larson

Tony Liu
Michael Mitchell
Jim Neuharth
Craig Nordby
Gerry Ries
Sam Rokusek
Bill Roth
Delmar Rumph
Steven Sanborn
Martin Schock
Peter Stephans
Richard Storm
John Synhorst
Brian Tucholke
Don Wessel

CLASS OF 1969
Ron Albertson
Anonymous (2)
Kris Chand
Mike Configliacco
Jim Cox
Rick Digiantonio
Dianne Dorland
Paul Fauss
Dave Hammond
Diane Hammond
Alan Hann
M. R. Hansen
Ron Jeitz
Dan Johnson
Fred Kopp
Richard Mickelson
Steven Ogden
Dave Ohlen
Marv Olson
Bob Powles
Bob Pullman
Jeff Ransom
Larry Richards
Larry Roduner
Doug Roeber

Class Giving
* Deceased
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Raymond Symens
Merle Symes
Doug Todd
Bob Waxdahl
Bill Weber
Thomas Week
John White

CLASS OF 1974
Tom Anderson
Anonymous (2)
Alan Bergeron
Louis Bergner
Lavonne Blucher-

Nameny
Doug Bradfield
David Cappa
Christina Chiang
Lin Chiang
Gary Christman
Monte Dirks
Larry Dresch
Bob Erdmann
Jim Green
Dave Habicht
Kevin Hegerle
Srinivasa Iyer
Jerry Jarding
Francis Johnson
Donald Kellar
Chuck Kliche
Lowell Kolb
Marvin Larsen
Gregory May

James McNulty
Ivan Mehlhaff
Kathy Miller
Roger Mitchell
Ken Moke
Bob Morcom
Gerry Morgen
Jeff Muffat
Marlene Nelson
Al Ness
Art Rausch
Bob Ringgenberg
Joe Roby
David Rockey
Arlen Schamber
Doug Schlepp
Jim Scull
Bob Steever
Don Swanson
Francis Toscana
Steve Vanderboom
Arnie Victor
Bill Wahl
Jeffrey Walker
Galen Wilson

CLASS OF 1975
Carmen Adams
Anonymous
Lorin Brass
Bob Case
Laurie Chamberlin
Dan Eisenbraun
Doug Emme

Paul Fuoss
Pat Halley
Dave Hammerquist
Mark Hjelmfelt
Jeffrey Ingerson
Joann Johnson*
Booty Kuhns
Yung-Kwong Lo
David Lolley
Marilyn Maxvold
Doug Miller
Ken Miller
George Moe
Clark Moseley
John Osnes
Jim Patterson
Judy Patterson
Eileen Peterson
Randy Powell
Linda Rausch
Chip Story
Tom Tammen
Al Tidball
Ralph Wagner
Allen Walter
Wayne Welch

CLASS OF 1976
Hartley Alsgaard
Anonymous (2)
Denise Barton-Miller
Mark Berggren
Karla Callahan
Dan Carpenter
Lang-Ping Chang
Julie Dahl
Nadine Darby
Greg Deis
Tom Eizember
Bill Fall
Dale Farmen
Gary Hildebrandt

Joan Howard
Dan Jackson
Monty Jost
Colleen Kelley
Wayne Larsen
Jerry Neal
Michael Psiropoulos
Kathy Rodgers
Debbie Roggenthen
Bob Roggenthen
Darles Scheibe
Les Siewert
Pat Smith
Kathy Ulman
Sue-Lee Wang
Marcia Wilson
John Zoss

CLASS OF 1977
Jeff Allen
Tim Anderson
Anonymous (2)
Jerry Berreth
Bill Betten
Mary Brass
Dave Bush
Dan Carlson
Mike Cole
Steven Cooper
Ray Dennis*
Brian Freese
Jim Gebhardt
Mike Heil
Jeane Hull
John Hull
Scott Kenner
Margaret Larsen
Polo Pawlowski
Jim Pompy
Bob Quinn
Mark Rezac
Janita Smith

Class Giving
* Deceased

Bruce Stovall
Terry Straetker
Scott Trites

CLASS OF 1978
Steve Aakhus
Anonymous (2) 
Orie Barnes
SK Choudhury
Sam Colvin
Sharalyn Colvin
Dennis Doerr
Peter Eckhoff
M.J. Green
Judd Hansen
Steve Hinman
Monty Hintz
Jeff Hohle
John Hovanec
Eirh-Yu Hsie
Deb Keller
Jim Keller
Terry Keller
Dale Larsen
Carol Lyell
William McIntire
Paul Millea
Neil Nolop
Sam Polino
Jim Rankin

Stan Roberts
Marty Schamber
Kip Squire
Curt Struck
Robert Stuard
Dave Thompson
Larry Todd
Linda Wiley
Randy Zwetzig

CLASS OF 1979
Roger Anderson
Sandra Anderson
Anonymous (2)
Steven Bauman
John Chandler
Elaine Cowley
Arden Davis
Rick Eide
Jeanne Goodman
David Hoffman
Morris Hunt
Timothy Johnston
Mark Kalmi
Linda Pirtle
Rick Redder
Warren Ruhnow
Larry Schmaltz
Jim Spurrier
Gary Stevens

Bruce Weeks
J.D. Wientjes
Daryl Zimmerman
Lu Zoller

CLASS OF 1980
Lallie Adams-Peterson
John Alden
Mark Anderson
Anonymous
Gaurdie Banister
Julianne Bauer
Doug Beck
Lynn Bell
Dave Bushong
Peggy Carder
Kent Christopherson
Jim Cole
David Coogan
Knut Dahl-Stamnes
Susan Dake
Shailesh Desai
Scott Diede
Randal Evans
Tony Evers
Dwight Gemar
Thomas Hamilton
Jeene Hobbs
Mary Jurczynski LaRonde
Mike Koch

Barry Koepke
Bob Longbons
Leah Mahoney
Amy Momsen
Tim Ogdie
Dean Parson
Ray Peterson
Jerry Pfarr
Randy Rausch
Bobby Schmitz
Gerry Schulte
Tom Schweitzer
Doug Stalheim
Todd Stewart
John Stieha
Dan Watson
Rod Webber
Mark Woytassek
Deborah Zimmerman

CLASS OF 1981
Anonymous (2)
Kreg Beck
Dan Brett
Hilary Brook
Willie Chiang
Tim Dake
Charlene Dubs
Bart Eddy
Steve Elrod
Dusty Gilyard
Reah Graham-Dahl-

Stamnes
Michael Johnson
Martin Kidner
Susan Law
Mike Litschewski
Dave Litzen
Lori Litzen
Doug Martin
Blaine Olson
Rick Ross

Alumni and friends who gave between July 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024

RAISING FOR ROCKERS 2024 PROJECT: 

GEOLOGY AND GEOLOGICAL 

ENGINEERING

Last year’s support for field trips was 

incredible and allowed the department 

to take 20 students on a trip to Death 

Valley to explore the geology there. 

They also did their fall field trip which 

explored the badlands. Field trips 

are a great way for new and returning 

students, both undergraduate and 

graduate, to get to know each other, 

meet faculty members, and learn more 

about geology.
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Class Giving
* Deceased

Harry Rossander
Ken Simon
Kevin Strachan
Janice Vosika
Christine Welch

CLASS OF 1982
Anonymous (2)
Mandy Barker
Tim Barker
Kevin Beacom
Mark Benson
Dean Bierwagen
Bret Budd
Randy Campbell
Doug Feterl
Steve Fischer
Bruce Frandsen
Tammie Frandsen
Allen Haberman
Weldon Hanson
Manalee Johnson
Stu Kellogg
Doug Kopren
Tom Loomis
Jill Nelson
Franki Parson
Ruth Partlo
Mely Rahn
Rich Wells
Linda Weltzin

CLASS OF 1983
Lea Anderson
Anonymous

Carl Beck
Dan Carlson
Randy Clarksean
Karen Eidsness
Ken Fantone
Debra Fowler
Rosa Lea Grav
Alan Hartman
Burke Henehan
Creties Jenkins
Steve Johnson
Kristi Johnston
Eric Jones
Sally Kenner
Todd Kenner
Mark Koepke
Leighton Lien
Larry Massie
Shirley Mondy
Clark Neuharth
Donna O’Rourke
Steve O’Rourke
Lorraine Padden
Mike Perkovich
Terry Schultz
Perry Sweet
Greg VanMeveren
Brian Vognild
Barb Watson
Todd Williams

CLASS OF 1984
Anonymous (2)
Tom Barnum

Harley Baumeister
Andrew Baumgartner
Jerry Beckman
Leo Beer
Michelle Berger
Jim Bier
Charles Binder
Richard Brooks
Jon Christopherson
Murali Collur
William Cross
Todd Eckstaine
Mark Fakler
Mark Falk
Martin Gerber
Robert Gnirk
Bhargav Gollabinnie
Julie Herman
Jay Higashi
Roger Hodson
Kyle Hoops
Stanley Ihekweazu
Mike Jahraus
Jon Kellar
Karl Knapp
Camille Kovarik
Dave Kyllonen
Milton McPeek
Bob Miller
Dale Morrison
Mark Mudlin
Steve Mullan
Paul Nelson
Carrie Nettles
Mark Ochsner
Joe Odegaard
Christina Olheiser
Jamie Overgaard
Lesley Pedde
Dean Psiropoulos

John Rathbun
Gene Rye
Steve Schelske
Mark Stafford
Duke Tallam
Dan Weinacht
Trudy Wells
Steve Wiederrich
Jerry Zutz

CLASS OF 1985
Anonymous (2)
Nancy Arstein
Kay Baumeister
Ken Chisolm
Doreen Edwards
Jeanne Eha
Floyd Fletcher
David Grimm
Jack Henris
Dave Herbst
John Heying
Dennis Hulm
Eric Johnson
Gregory Johnson
Christine Jundt
Joel Jundt
Doug Junker
Toni Logar
Pat London
Rich Lyman
Scott McDermaid
Joel Nieland
Barb Nielsen
Dennis Olheiser
Brad Pekas
Laura Pike
Tim Pike
Rocky Pray
Rob Sayler
Lonny Stormo

Julie Thompson
Lynn Wallace
Lisa Zacher

CLASS OF 1986
Anonymous
Julie Carver
David Christensen
DeDe Crough
Dave Crumrine
Dan Driscoll
Tom Durkin
Darryl Feterl
Ahmad Ghassemi
Greg Goldey
Thomas Gondolfi
Bill Heid
Kathy Johnson
Kari Karst
John Konechne
Deepak Malhotra
DeeDee McCranie
James Miller
Tami Nelson
JJ Pirtle
Tim Renner
Randy Reynolds
Jeff Stickle

CLASS OF 1987
Jerry Afdahl
Tom Albrecht
Anonymous (2)
Lynne Bukovic
Mike Bultsma
Susan Burnet
Scott Bussinger
Sharon Chontos
Bastiaan Cornelissen
William Cullen
Ann Curnow
Kerry DeVries

Barb Dolan
Roman Estrada
Terry Frank
Mike Fritts
Loyd Garrison
Gary Hu
Tim Klaus
Steven Korn
Gina Kostelecky-Shankle
Ray Leahy
Shelly Pierce
Lee Potter
Vince Reese
Tim Reuer
Joe Rust
Tom Sarlo
Hani Shafai
Tim Shumaker
Pat Slowey
Donna Speirs-Shaw
Karl Steffes
Ning-Sheng Tao
Terry Treiberg
Mike Werdel

CLASS OF 1988
Laurel Alexander
Todd Braun
Jay Cass
Chris Conrade
Wade Fott
Charles Gibbs
Mark Hanley
Bud Hendrickson
Kent Hoisington
Jim Hunkins
Rick Kelley
Kate Kleiter
Renita Mollman
David Rynders
Shannon Thornburg

Venkat Venkatasamy

CLASS OF 1989
Angela Aldrich
Vijay Ayyangar
Barbara Gwinn-Edwards
Dean Harts
Jon Hauger
Steven Howe
Ryan Iyer
Jim Jung
Jeff Klein
David Ryan
Lisa Rynders
Dean Schauer
Bryan Schumacher
Michelle Vondenkamp
Sam Wegehaupt
Kelly Whiting
Lorie Whiting

CLASS OF 1990
Anonymous
Keith Beck
John Carter
Ma Cheng
Sean Delsing
Scott Durgin
Dan Flynn
Kory Gill
Jeffrey Grow
Sean Horton
Donna Kliche
Yan Lu
Mahesh Mikkilineni
Todd Person
Foster Sawyer
Dean Stoick
Stacey Titus
Kenton Torve
Ian Wilson

 

CLASS OF 1991
Kristian Aldrich
Wendy Allison
Rachel Benton
William Bultsma
Troy Diede
Brian Fox
Rich Hardegger
Cheryl Hauger
Aaron Lalley
Greg Lehr
Peter Morris
Jon Nielsen
Eve Norton
Steve Ochsner
Margaret Parmenter
Trent Pulis
Lisa Warne
Jin Xiang
Qiling Yu

CLASS OF 1992
Anonymous
Rick Baruth
David Bender
Orville Bultsma Estate
John Childs
Jackie Flowers
Sudhakar Garlanka
Dean Herll
Rob Huber
Brad Johnson
Keith Johnson
Jason Kippes
Shane Krska
Jack Liang
Milton Liu
Rick Lutz
Susan Moore
Scott Nab
Gary Norton

Alumni and friends who gave between July 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024
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Darla Potter
Krishna Prasad
Bruce Ring
Michael Sailer
Keith Sheffield
Danny Sparling
Shane Swedlund
Darren Titze
Shane Vernon
Scott Wuitschick
Shirley Yu
Linhua Zhao
Weixin Zhou

CLASS OF 1993
Mike Binfet
Lisa Durgin
Baron Fidler
Darren Gebhart
Dara Hartmann
Nikki Mathis
Arvind Pai
Lorelei Peters
Nicole Reis
Liz Sailer
Stacie Sattler
Jeramy Spicer
Jeff VanCuren
Kermit Velder
Edward Xue

CLASS OF 1994
Sonny Andrick
Anonymous
Tim Burttram

Pat Carver
Peter Collins
Brent Dell
Steven Griggs
David Hartmann
John Henderson
Dewayne Hibbert
Derek Knapp
John Ludeman
Dave Muck
Michelle Novak
Gene Payne
Michelle Pearson
Jay Peppel
Scott Reisenauer
James Schwarz
Kalli Spicer
Mark Svitak
Nayyer Syed
Jody Titze
Kurtis Williams
Rod Zehrung

CLASS OF 1995
Melissa Baruth
Rob Baruth
Julie Erickson
Eric Gebhardt
Paige Hilton
Brandon Johnson
Greg Kondrasuk
Quintin Larson
Trish Ludeman
Holly Maudsley

Joe McMurtry
Clinton Oyler
Manny Penaloza
Toni Richardson
Chris Savage
Avery Schick
Heather Shoup
Mitch Slusarski
Shawn Swanson
Audra Walsh

CLASS OF 1996
Anonymous
Wayne Baumberger
Mike Casey
Aaron Grinager
Corey Haeder
Bill Jones
Jonna Kandolin
Tammy Klein
June Knight
Zhen Li
Robb Peterson
Keith Plavec
David Van Dale
Abbie Wickersham
Lirong Zhong

CLASS OF 1997
Anonymous
George Arnold
Kristine Barbieri
Jason Beens
Ritesh Betala
Christy Carlson
Ryan Carlson
Jason Erickson
Jason Fink
Josh Goddard
Jeremy Johannesen
Tracy Johnson
Brandon Kandolin
Chris Kinney

Chris Klein
Greg Kruse
Ed Mandy
Larry Miao
Ozzy Osborn
Lisa Patterson-Beens
Rebecca Pope
Mike Ray
Missy Tille
Rebecca Walter
Shawn Wilczynski
Todd Youngman

CLASS OF 1998
Anonymous
Brian Butterfield
Nathan Chupka
Richard Dahl
Kayla Dye
John Gesick
Brian Goetsch
Tricia Gomulinski
Mary Kenner
Rita Krebs
Jana Larson
John Lofberg
Ryan Miller
Chris Misterek
Jeremy Ochs
Ardell Ochsner
Jason Petheram
Brook Plavec
Lance Roberts
Thor Thorson

CLASS OF 1999
Rob Anderson
Jake Bartels
Kevin Berg
Dale Brech
Andrea Brickey
Chris Brickey
Emily Errea-Berg

Class Giving
* Deceased

Greg Hintgen
Jade Kizer
Tonya Mandy
Zak Ngoma
Brian Picard
Kimberly Pridgeon
Jerilyn Roberts
Darrin Tille
Marijane White

CLASS OF 2000
Nate Belcher
Jason Busch
Chuck Cox
LeAnn Fechter
Ed Friend
Julie Ganz
Wade Hatch
Wenqun Lang
Julie Miller
Kevin Millslagle
Jennifer Nelson Kemp
Ben Short

Alumni and friends who gave between July 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024

MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES/FOUNDATIONS

A total of $213,440.67 was given by matching gifts in FY24.
Companies who gave $1,000 or more, July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024

3M Foundation
Abbott Laboratories Fund
Ball Corporation
Bechtel Group Foundation
Boeing Company
Booz Allen Hamilton
Corporation

Broadcom Inc.
Caterpillar Inc.
Chevron/Chevron Phillips 
Chemical Company, LP

Dana Corporation Foundation

Dyno Nobel, Inc.
ExxonMobil Foundation
Garmin International
Intel Foundation
John Deere Foundation
Lockheed Martin Corporation
Medtronic Foundation
Microsoft Corporation
NIKE
Otter Tail Corporation 
Foundation
 

Peabody Political 
Action Committee

PG&E Corporation Foundation
Raytheon Technologies
Salesforce
Shell Oil Company Foundation
U.S. Bank
UnitedHealth Group
Vulcan Materials Company
Wells Fargo Foundation
Xcel Energy Foundation

Steven Smith
Nicole Stengle
Dan Storjohann
Mike Wood

CLASS OF 2004
James Beat
Joel Brink
Jay Carlson
Sherry Chen
Lisa Clendenin
Pat Dardis
Ross Gjerde
Matt Jeschke
Lindsay Kieffer
Zhengpeng Li
Cory Lillesve
Nick Newell
Chris O’Bryan
Matt Pfister
Jim Schuh
Jesse Suek
Zhong Tan

CLASS OF 2001
Amy Allison
Karen Brady
Seth Dewey
Heather Erickson
Matthew Fechter
Dawn Greenwood
Jordan Larson
Kristin Molstad
Mehedi Rashid
Kyle Smith
Richard Sudmeier
Eric Swanberg
Ryan Thompson
Sara Williamson
Don Wishard
Fawen Zheng

CLASS OF 2002
Anonymous (2)
Melinda Applebee
Alisha Butterfield
Mike Dowding

Bobbie Hudson
Mel Kemp
Erin Landguth
Desi Ottmar
Alyssa Pogany
Michael Pogany
Mark Rinn
Ethan Swanson

CLASS OF 2003
John Abrams
Matt Dahl
Andy Farke
Steve Gardner
Jason Goehring
Jake Hewett
Greg Hoechst
Michael Huot
Nick Koch
John Leahy
Eric Minnaert
Matt Pfeifer
Mike Pridgeon
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Tony Tegels
Tom Warner

CLASS OF 2005
Anonymous (3)
Jessica Brooks
Cori Burnett
David Burnett
Jeremiah Cameron
Matthew Colvin
Jon Cottrill
Ben Cutler
Jessica Hicks
Bharat Jasthi
David Kasper
Jennie Krause
Trevor Krause
Matt Moor
John Pettyjohn
Anne Putnam
Tom Severson
Pat Wellner

Kristen Yates

CLASS OF 2006
Farra Baranowski
Tyler Bergstrom
Dan Breitbarth
Jon Brooks
David Cousins
Zac Doorenbos
Wayne Douglas
Erin Handberg
Amie Henderson
Brett Henderson
Dusty Johnson
Bobbie Kroetch
Chris Kroetch
Tim Lystad
Sarah Suek
Justin Wenner

CLASS OF 2007
Adam Bauerle
Kelsa Christopher

Cassandra Degen
Nina Doorenbos
Gus Hernandez
Joy Mueller
Kyrian Onyeukwu
Micah Sheldon
Brandon Skari
Eric Voorhees
Miles Wickersham

CLASS OF 2008
Lindsey Andrews
Anonymous
Karl Barfuss
Eric Brandner
Joel Crandall
Anna Dahl
Sterling Greni
Craig Johnson
Scott Kranz
Don Lampert
Miranda Larson
Rose Luvaas
Michelle Pinsdorf
Allen Scott
Jason Wilner

CLASS OF 2009
Tyler Adler
Anonymous

Rusty Batie
Michael Haltiner
Jade Herman
Lucas Jacobs
Ryan Kroetch
Amery Kuhl
Shawn McFarland
Danielle Olinger

CLASS OF 2010
Anonymous
Andy Berg
Robyn Brandner
Becci Flanders-Paterson
Sean Hayes
Amber Jerke
Jason Luze
Daniel Lye
Matthew Miller
Srujan Mishra
Pete Rausch
JD Russo

CLASS OF 2011
Anonymous (3)
Jerry Bollinger
Teneil Dollarhide
Drew Kelley
Andy Smith
Katie Toscana

Class Giving
* Deceased

Alumni and friends who gave between July 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024

CLASS OF 2012
Anonymous
Alison Baue
Natasha Begay
Chris Dollarhide
Jeramie Dunn
Abigail Hart
Kody Heller
Christina McFarland
Chris Pellowski
Eric Persinger
Matthew Pike
Dustin Scheuffele

CLASS OF 2013
Anonymous (3)
Kurt Chowanski
Joseph Golliher
Prashanta Gyawali
Shane Herrod
Matthew Keller
Michelle Kelley
Crystal Kuchta
Megan Mahowald
Jeevan Meruga
Sony Meruga
Anna Robertson
Jeremy Warner
Teresa Warner

CLASS OF 2014
Anthony Amarasinghe
Jake Bradley
Jerry Farke
Brian Freed
Lillian Freed
Shashank Gupta
Hillary Hawkins
Preston Hofer
Terry Nguyen
Kristy Rennick
Luke Wilson

RAISING FOR ROCKERS 2023: THE KAREN M. 

SWINDLER DEPARTMENT OF CHEMICAL & 

BIOLOGICAL ENGINEERING

The Karen M. Swindler Department of Chemical & 

Biological Engineering has engaged its B.S. chemical 

engineering (ChE) students in various student 

exchange and study abroad programs across the 

world. Support through Raising for Rockers allowed 

students to attend a program through the Technical 

University of Darmstadt in Germany a three-week 

study abroad experience in chemical engineering. 

This allowed ChE students to experience engineering 

and engineering design in different countries, 

thereby augmenting and increasing their engineering, 

communication, global, and cultural skill sets.

CLASS OF 2015
Anonymous
Laura Artz
Tyler Artz
Victoria Bierwirth
David Slama

CLASS OF 2016
Jeremy Adams
Vivek Agarwal
Charlie Bentzen
McKenzie Butcher
Michael Day
Jonathan Dixon
Mackenzie Landen
Rashyll Leonard
Robert Miller
Kyle Rovick
Kat Tew
Dicheng Wu

CLASS OF 2017
Anonymous
Akshay Chowdu
Adelyn Crabtree
Michael Farinelli
Therese Frels
Kellan Johnson
Megan Johnson
Jordan Landen
Grace Lovelace
Timothy Magstadt
Tung Nguyen
Diana Peck
Nishanthi Perera
Alex Spilman
Jacob Swanson

CLASS OF 2018
Todd Anderson
Anonymous (2)
Arjun Ayyangar
Scyller Borglum
Noah Brubaker

Seth Davis
Sean Earley
Gina Elmore
Evan Hagenlock
Donald Hall
Sean Kittler
Trevor Mount
Aaron Sherck

CLASS OF 2019
Anonymous
Stefan Aviles
Connel Bjorkstrand
Tochukwu Emeakaroha
Quintan Green
Connor Gronski
Emily Hagge
Lawrence Hoffman
John Joyce
Matt Landwer
Hannah Moen-Vazquez
Grant Nelson
Chad Reimer

CLASS OF 2020
Jacob Fitzgerald
Dyson Heizelman
Samantha Johnson
Noah Oehlke
Steven Pepke
Samantha Steffeck
Cameron Tymstra
Fernando Vazquez
Grace Wilson

CLASS OF 2021
Anonymous
Hayley Benson
Brenton Brakke
Elise Flachs
Trevor Heinemann
Colin Linford
Thomas Machamer
Archie Minerich

Michaela Shaklee
Calvin Tohm
Kenneth Veith

CLASS OF 2022
Anonymous
Savannah Baldwin
Emma Boeke
Jack Douglas
Timothy Dunham
Samuel Hagen
Andrew Jespersen
Chloe Jungwirth
Lauren Kelso
George Martinez
Kole Pickner
Casey Rader-Hunt
Chance Schisler
Jacob B West

CLASS OF 2023
Judith Buaba
Erick Colman
Ian Cone
Keegan Dykstra
Brett  Flerchinger
Henry Fritzler
Allie Gregor
Bailey Johnson
Alex Lacroix
Zhengqiang Li
Jinyuan Liu
Juwon Olowonigba
Bettina Rebman
Isaiah Thurman

CLASS OF 2024
Anonymous
Jaden Arner
Zach Hentschel
Dorothy Rodarte
Adeline Wilson
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CARA Board of 
Directors FY24

DIRECTORS 
Jeff Allen (ChemE 77)*
Jeremy Adams (ME 16)
Carlos Beatty Jr. (IE 13)
Mark Benson (MetE 82)*
Karla Callahan (ChemE 76)
Dan Dolan
Jerry Farke (ME 14)*
Lance Hanson (ME 2017)
John Henderson (CE 94)*
Greg Hintgen (EE 99)
Bill Jones (IE96)
Shashi Kanth (MIN E 93)
Mike Koch (MIN E 80) 

Renita Mollman (CE 88)
Bob Morcom (CE 74)
Mitch Nachtigall (IE 06)
Marlene Nelson (ME 74)
Jerilyn Roberts (ChemE 99)
Larry Schmaltz (CE 79)*
Fanar Sefa (ChE 2008)
Nicole Stengle (IE 2003)*
Duke Tallam (EE 84)
Dr. Lisa Zacher (Chem 85)

OFFICERS  
Chair 
Rich Wells (ChE 82)

Vice Chair 
Toni Richardson (IS 95)

Secretary 
Todd Williams (GeolE 83)

Treasurer 
Tim Ogdie (ChemE 80)

Ex-Officio 
Dr. Lance Roberts (CE 99)

Marc Vaillancourt

*Members of Executive Committee

Mission
We promote the traditions, 
interests, influence and 
reputation of South Dakota 
Mines among alumni and 
friends through meaningful 
engagement and by inspiring 
and stewarding philanthropy.

CARA Team 
Amanda Barnes,  
Director of Development

Nancy Beets,  
Office Manager

Audrey Boehm,  
Chief Financial Officer

Michelle Chikos,  
Senior Prospect Manager

Jo Dwyer,  
Alumni Engagement Coordinator

Bailey Ellis,  
Annual Giving Officer 

Shelli Grinager,  
Director of Alumni Relations

Nicole Haltiner,  
Accounting Specialist

Brad Johnson,  
Vice President of Development

Leah Mahoney,  
Director of Planned Giving

Bonnie Mitra,  
Accountant

Amanda Rombough,  
Director of Stewardship & Communication

JoAnn Strommen,  
Database Administrator 

Marc Vaillancourt,  
Chief Executive Officer

Jim Wilson,  
Property Manager

Amanda Rombough, 
Director of Stewardship 
and Communication
Amanda moved to the 
Black Hills of South Dakota 

from Colorado in 2010 after 
graduating college to work for 

the Rapid City Journal. It wasn’t soon after that she 
discovered the world of marketing and worked for a 
variety of businesses in the area including the Sturgis 
Buffalo Chip, the Rapid City Area School District, and 
most recently Black Hills Energy. She brings almost 15 
years of marketing and communications experience 
to the team and is excited to apply her many talents 
to the amazing work that CARA is doing to support 
alumni and donors.

New Team 
Member

RAISING FOR ROCKERS 2024: MATERIALS AND 

METALLURGICAL ENGINEERING  

The Materials and Metallurgical Engineering 

department raised funds to support the TMS 

Bladesmithing Competition and Foundry Society 

Cast in Steel Competition. These competitions 

served as an opportunity for academic or practical 

excellence, offering students a unique platform 

to showcase their innovative spirit in the world of 

materials and metallurgical engineering. Students 

were able to turn theoretical knowledge into 

tangible achievements that contribute to the ever-

evolving landscape of metallurgy.

Members of the CARA Board of Directors and New Heights Members of the CARA Board of Directors and New Heights 
Campaign Cabinet recently took a tour of the Nucor Mineral Campaign Cabinet recently took a tour of the Nucor Mineral 
Industries Building, set to open in December 2024.Industries Building, set to open in December 2024.



Save  
The Date

It’s time to come home, 
Hardrockers.

2025 All School Reunion
July 9-12, 2025

Scan to view additional details and register


